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Abstract

The question “What is composition?” is often treated as settled:
composition may be understood as a finished text, a writing process,
linguistic expression of thought, situated communication, or evidence of
writing ability. Generative Al and other writing technologies now decouple
activities that were historically bundled together—typing, ideation,
organization, revision, control, responsibility, and the possession of
generative competence. This paper therefore asks a more basic identity
question: under what conditions may an existing text count as this
person’s composition? Drawing on source attribution in forensic document
examination, the distinction between reaction sequence and reaction
mechanism in physical organic chemistry, and the distinction between
successful output and possession of knowledge in interactive proofs, the
paper develops two linked constructs: the generative witness and the



composition equivalence class. A text is a realized artifact. A generative
witness is the minimal relational structure that can still organize key
meaning-relations in novel responses when the original text is unavailable
and task conditions are subjected to preregistered perturbations, and that
predicts a held-out challenge. A composition is then the equivalence class
of possible texts generated by the same extractable witness within a
specified problem domain and perturbation set. This account yields two
counterintuitive but testable claims: identical texts may instantiate
different compositions, while dissimilar texts may instantiate the same
composition. The paper distinguishes this proposal from writing-process
theory, writing transfer, authorship attribution, creative control,
assessment validity, and retention, and offers an operational challenge-
extraction-holdout protocol, falsification conditions, and ethical limits.
Existing studies already show that improvement under external writing
support can dissociate from independent performance after support is
removed, but current datasets generally lack the field needed to test
generative-witness equivalence directly. The central claim is therefore
ontological rather than merely evaluative: a text is one realization; a
composition is the structured space that makes multiple realizations
generatively identical.

Keywords: composition; text; generative witness; equivalence class;
writing process; Al-assisted writing
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What Is Composition?

Composition as the Emergence of a Determined Composing
State
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Abstract

Writing education conventionally identifies composition either with
a textual product or with observable composing activities such as
planning, drafting, revising, and reflecting. Both approaches tend to
assume that composition becomes identifiable only after some textual
or procedural manifestation has occurred. This article proposes a
different ontological distinction. Developmental biology demonstrates
that commitment and determination may precede overt differentiation
and can be detected only through persistence following an
environmental displacement. Constrained by crystallographic accounts
of structural state and metastability, and by accounting theory’s
distinction between existence and recognition, the article introduces
the concepts of a determined composing state and latent composition.
A determined composing state exists when a writer’s task-specific
organization of claim, evidence, qualification, and audience can
regenerate after surface scaffolds are removed while the task,
evidence domain, and audience remain constant. Latent composition
names the case in which such a state already exists although no
differentiating text is yet visible. Composition, on this account, is not
identical with the text, the sum of writing steps, or an institutionally



recognized submission; it is the event through which a writer enters
such a self-sustaining state.

Keywords: composition; latent composition; writing process;
determination; writing assessment; generative Al
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Title Before the First Stroke: A composition is identified by the
boundary of forms never permitted to take shape — and that
boundary leaves no record

Abstract Three standard answers to “what is a composition” —
the finished text, the writing process, the reading context — are
mutually incompatible yet share one assumption: whatever is to be
judged must already have taken shape and be present. This paper
argues that the assumption fails, and that what fails in it is decisive. It
names the failing remainder the unborn boundary: the set of forms
excluded before the first stroke, which therefore enter no record at
all. A two-axis table separates this cell from deleted drafts and from
unfinished passages. A modality-free diagnostic and a single reading
— last first-occurrence — are proposed. A preregistered test on 5,115
link targets in the English Wikipedia refutes the paper’s own main
hypothesis: named gaps are not erased; they are merely rare and
inert.

Keywords unborn boundary; last first-occurrence; pre-formative
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Abstract

Generative Al destabilizes a long-standing equation in writing education: the
submitted text is no longer reliable evidence that the learner underwent the
composing activity attributed to it. Existing responses increasingly move from
product inspection toward process ownership, rhetorical decision-making,
disclosure, checkpoints, and writing traces. Yet even complete process records
capture only events that entered the observable writing process. They do not
automatically capture alternatives removed before the learner encountered them.
This article calls such absent possibilities pre-closed forks and proposes a
stronger ontological distinction: composition is neither the textual artifact, the
aggregate writing process, nor the responsibility attached to a submission. It is
the writer’ s personal history of encountering and closing consequential
meaning-bearing alternatives that remained open long enough to become the
writer’ s own problem. On this account, fully human-typed prose can fail to
instantiate composition when crucial semantic alternatives have been pre-closed
by templates, tutors, rubrics, or AI; conversely, external assistance with surface

realization does not by itself erase composition. The framework yields falsifiable



predictions for Al-assisted writing, process-based assessment, transfer, and
writing pedagogy.
Keywords: composition; pre-closed forks; writing process; rhetorical choice;

generative Al; assessment
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Unbridged Spans: Composition as the Self-Made Text Between Two Sourced Points
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BEMBATE. ERAFRATMLEIBE QL2 ERE , STEERZ
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R RE , MBURT LTS Z BEES., —ESRKRAEFE—&=%
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Abstract. Research and teaching on writing routinely assume that a breakdown in
composing can be located at a point: this sentence, this paragraph, this claim. This paper
argues that the assumption is a shared and unstated premise of three unrelated crafts, and
that one of them has already denied it within its own operating rules. In synthetic
chemistry, product ratios are governed by the free-energy difference between the
transition states at the exits, not by the populations of the intermediates in hand. In the
divination procedure of the Zhouyi, when several lines change at once, the line that
"should move" is not read off any single line but assigned by a remainder computed from
the whole hexagram. In fire ecology, where a fire stops is not determined by which tree
fails to burn but by the distance between patches of fuel. Together they force a judgment
none of them would accept: composing happens not at any point but in the unbridged
span between two sourced points — the stretch of text a writer must lay down at their




own expense, which belongs to neither end. Its readout is the span length A: the number
of consecutive self-made sentences between the last and next attributable position. Its
criterion is one question containing no modal terms: how many sentences back is the
previous source for this sentence? A pre-registered test on 60 English Wikipedia featured
articles (hash dae6976a53469b50; 23,509 revisions, 3,294 sessions) refuted all three
hypotheses, and the same data yielded coefficients of opposite sign under two defensible
codings. That adverse result is reported here and forces a weaker but harder claim: gap
properties are unidentifiable in existing records, because records contain only points. A
post-hoc count shows that even in the highest-quality tier — where every claim is
supposed to carry a source — the median longest uncited run is 13.5 sentences, and no
review procedure reads that number.

Keywords: unbridged span; span length; sourced point; handover; writing process;
unidentifiability
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